[Development trend in new therapeutic approaches for anemia].
For cancer treatment-related anemia, it is recommended to use erythropoietin or darbepoetin alpha by the National Comprehensive Cancer Network (NCCN). The guideline proposed the risk assessment for anemia, as well. The introduction of erythropoietin or darbepoetin alpha for anemia in treated cancer patients is based on the improvement of quality of life. For patients with myelodysplastic syndrome (MDS), those with 5q- anomaly is recommended to use lenalidomide and low-risk MDS patients without 5q- and serum erythropoietin of less than 500 mU/ml are recommended to treat with erythropoietin or darbepoetin alpha. These new agents are currently under clinical trials in Japan.